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The Origins of Easter Symbols

…  The lamb is by far the most significant of this great feast. The Easter lamb represents Christ, with the flag of victory, may be seen in pictures and images in the homes of every central and eastern European family. 

… The origin of the Easter egg is based on the fertility tradition of the Indo-European races. To our pre-Christian ancestors it was a most surprising event to see a new and live creature emerge from a seemingly dead object. The egg to them became a symbol of spring. People in Persia, presented each other with eggs at the spring equinox, which for them also marked the beginning of a new year. 

In Christian times the egg is a symbol of the rock tomb out of which Christ emerged to the new life of His Resurrection. There was in addition a very practical reason for making the egg a special sign of Easter joy since it used to be one of the foods that was forbidden in Lent. The faithful from early times painted Easter eggs in gay colours, had them blessed, ate them, and gave them to friends as Easter gifts. 

This custom Easter eggs passed to the nations of northern Europe and Christian Asia soon after their conversion to Christianity. In countries of southern Europe, and consequently in South America, however, the tradition of Easter eggs never became popular. 

The Roman ritual has a special blessing for Easter eggs:
"We beseech thee
, O Lord, to bestow
 thy benign blessing
 upon these eggs, to make them a wholesome
 food for thy
 faithful, who gratefully partake
 of them in honor of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

… The Easter bunny had its origin in pre-Christian fertility tradition. Hare and rabbit were the most fertile animals is a symbols of abundant new life in the spring season. The Easter bunny has never had a religious symbolism but its white meat is sometimes is a symbol of purity and innocence too. 

…The pig is essential too. Its meat is a traditional Easter dish. This animal has always been a symbol of good luck and prosperity among the Indo-Europeans. In some German popular expressions the word "pig" is synonymous with "good luck" (Schwein haben). In Hungary the highest card (ace) in card games is called "pig" (diszno). More recently charm bracelets for teen-agers contained dangling pigs. Savings boxes for children in the figure of a pig (piggy banks) carry out the ancient symbolism of good luck and prosperity.
http://www.intermirifica.org/easter/eastsymbol.htm 

Put a cross (X) on the right answer. There could be more than 1 per each.
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	Symbol of…

	Fertility
	
	
	
	

	Christ
	
	
	
	

	Luck
	
	
	
	

	Other

	Before Christ
	
	
	
	

	Highest card in Hungary
	
	
	
	

	Forbidden in Lent
	
	
	
	


Now write something about the Holly Week or Easter in Puente Genil. Use the diccionary for new words. Write about typical dishes, objects, etc…
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
Thanks for your effort! I know you don’t know many of the words. ( 
Seguro que le habeis echado horas de diccionario, pero eso es lo que quiero, que aprendáis a buscaros la vida también por vuetra cuenta, que así es como se aprende… Si os lo doy todo yo se os olvida. Es un texto medio real ¡!!! (Cambié sólo algunas cosillas…)

There are more things at my web site: www.mariajordano.com 
� Dios te bendiga (Del Inglés medio)


� conferir, otorgar


� Bendición


� todo


� tu 


� take part (tomar parte)





